MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
way, and here ended the great trade route which led to die Baltic,
by way of the Volga. It was from Baghdad that produce was
exported to Africa and Spain. The Musulmans themselves did not
trade with the Christians, but they did not close their ports to die
latter. They allowed them to frequent their harbours, to bring
them slaves and timber, and to carry away whatever they chose
to buy.
Christian navigation, however, continued active only in the
Orient, and the furthermost point of Soudiern Italy remained in
communication widi the Orient. Byzantium succeeded in pre-
venting Islam from obtaining the mastery of the sea. Ships con-
tinued to sail from Venice along the Adriatic coast and the coast
of Greece to the great city on the Bosphorus. And further, they
did not cease to frequent the Musulman ports of Asia Minor,
Egypt, Africa, Sicily and Spain. The ever-increasing prosperity
of the Musulman countries, once the period of expansion was
over, benefited the maritime cities of Italy. Thanks to this pros-
perity, in Southern Italy and in the Byzantine Empire an advanced
civilization survived, with cities, a gold currency, and professional
merchants: in short, a civilization which had retained its ancient
foundations.
In the Occident, on die contrary, the coast from die Gulf of
Lyons and the Riviera to the mouth of the Tiber, ravaged by
war and the pirates, whom the Christians, having no fleet, were
powerless to resist, was now merely a solitude and a prey to piracy.
The ports and the cities were deserted. The link with the Orient
was severed, and there was no communication with die Saracen
coasts. There was nothing but death. The Carolingian Empire
presented the most striking contrast with the Byzantine. It was
purely an inland power, for it had no oudets. The Mediterranean
territories, formerly the most active portions of the Empire, which
supported the life of the whole, were now the poorest, the most
desolate, the most constandy menaced. For the first time in history
the axis of Occidental civilization was displaced towards the North, -
1 and for many centuries it remained between the Seine and die
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